The article seeks to explore the intrigues behind the establishment of St
Introduction
St. Andrew's College of Theology and Development, Kabare, is certainly the leading theological college in the Anglican Church of Kenya; and indeed, the most visible academic institution in the Mt. Kenya region. When the College opened its doors, for the first time, in July 1977, the founding Diocese was Mt. Kenya East. Since then, the Diocese has been credible data. While admitting that any published work has errors, in terms of omission, typological errors, some incorrect dating and so on, I must however admit that I have strived to offer apt historical account that will prepare a better ground for future publications on St. Andrew's College. To this end, St Andrew's College stands on a pedestal; and as the beacon that will map out the direction for the rest of the local institutions whose histories remain unpublished.
The European missionary factor
Historically, St. Andrew's College, Kabare, is a progression of the wider Anglican ministry in East Africa, the Church Missionary Society, which was pioneered by Rev. Dr. Ludwig Krapf in 1844. Thereafter, the first Anglican Diocese was created in 1884. It was called, The Diocese of Eastern Equatorial Africa. Its first Bishop was James Hannington (1847-1885) who was martyred in Uganda. Shortly afterwards Hannington was succeeded by Henry Parker . It is the third and last Bishop of the Diocese of Eastern Equatorial Africa, Alfred Tucker, who had a huge impact on the early Christianity in East Africa; leading to a further subdivision and expansion. Like Krapf before him, Bishop Tucker could see the African Church beyond his time -a Church with trained theologians, with its own African leadership, local missionaries, and with a critical mass of local African worshippers. In 1897, thus, the pioneer Diocese of Eastern Equatorial Africa was subdivided into two; namely: The Diocese of Uganda under the leadership of Bishop Alfred Tucker, and The Diocese of Mombasa under Bishop William Peel (1854 -1916 
On the shoulders of other giants
Certainly, the founders, of St. Andrew's College, Kabare, could paraphrase the variously quoted words of Isaac Newton (1643-1727) in rejecting flattery and/or praise for his role in formulating the laws of motion and universal gravitation, and where he said: 'If I can see this far, I must have stood on the shoulders of other giants,' where he was referring to his predecessors in scientific discoveries of the 17 th century such as Galileo Galilei (1564-1642). Clearly, Tucker and Krapf's educational concern, through the establishment of schools, catechism classes, dispensaries and other elements of holistic ministry, must have given room to the establishment of St. Andrew's College of Theology and Development, Kabare, some decades later (1977).
The brainchild of Archbishop David Gitari (1937-2013)
St. Andrew's College, Kabare is indeed the brainchild of Archbishop David Gitari (1937 Gitari ( -2013 , who compares well with Bishop Tucker, in terms of vision for the African Church. In turn, it is critically important to concede that 40 years of its existence is beholden to the pioneer missionaries to East Africa, noted above. Tucker who reigned in this region and beyond, as a Bishop, from 1890 to 1897, is one such pioneering missionary; and who led the young Church to grow holistically. In the course of history, he inspired the likes of David Gitari, who came later to lead the Anglican Church; and eventually built what became the largest provincial college of missiological studies in Kenya. The scientific proof that shows that Gitari's development model was largely inspired by Tucker is seen in the fact that he severally paid tribute to him. Second, Gitari approach of engaging social issues is also seen clearly in the works of Alfred Tucker. In the neighbouring Uganda, a theological college that was established in 1913 was renamed Bishop Tucker Theological College. It is presently called Uganda Christian University, Mukono. 
The former Diocese of Mombasa
To this end, it is critically important to retrace the birth of the Diocese of Mt Kenya in 1961. When the former Diocese of Mombasa under Bishop Leonard Beecher (1906-87) , who served from 1953-60, was sub-divided in 1961, four dioceses were created in Kenya; namely: The Diocese of Mombasa under Bishop Beecher (himself), the Diocese of Nakuru under Bishop Neville Langford-Smith (1910-93) , the Diocese of Fort Hall (also renamed Mt. Kenya in 1963 ) under Bishop Obadiah Kariuki (1902 , and the Diocese of Maseno under Bishop Festo Habakkuk Olang (1908 -2004 
Geographical location
St. Andrew's College, Kabare, is situated in Kirinyaga County, Gichugu sub-County, in the former Central Province of Kenya. It is geographically located in the southern slopes of Mt. Kenya, the highest Mountain in Kenya; and the second highest in Africa after Mt. Kilimanjaro. The area experiences good climate, with fertile volcanic soil, with coffee and tea growing; and with abundant rainfall (over 63 mm per annum).
normally called the 'star grass zone' cash crops such as Tea and Coffee are not grown. Rather, the former dry wastelands (Mwea plains) that have been reclaimed through irrigation that derives its waters from rivers Rupingazi, Nyamindi, and Thiba are now the breadbasket of Kenya with a variety of food crops. That is, rice, maize, beans, French beans, peas, onions, tomatoes among others. As a matter of facts, 80 percent of Kenya's rice comes from this region.
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At this juncture, it is significant to appreciate that St. Andrew's College, Kabare, neighbours are one of the former Church Missionary Society's (CMS) key centres in Mount Kenya region, or central Kenya for that matter. That is, St. Andrew's Anglican Church, Kabare. In turn, St. Andrew's Church, established by the European missionaries in 1910, stands between Mutira Mission, which was officially opened in 1912, and which is on its Western side; while Kigari Mission which was also established in 1910 by the same CMS team, stands in the Eastern side. The three former mission centres are critical in reshaping the modern trends in matters dealing with education, health, new farming techniques, animal husbandry, environmental concern, and gender relations among other issues that inform the current theo-social discourses. Apart from St. Andrew's Church, the area hosts St. Andrew's Girls Boarding Primary School, Kabare, St. Andrew's Dispensary, Kabare Boys' Primary School, and Kabare Girls' High School. While the Boarding Primary School stands up high on a pedestal as one of the best boarding schools for Girls in Kenya; Kabare Girls' High School equally stands out as one of the leading National Schools in Kenya. As a matter of fact, Kabare Girls and Baricho Boys' High School (situated within Mutira Mission) are the only two national schools in Kirinyaga County. In both Baricho Boys' and Kabare Girls,' the students' mean scores in the national exams annually are normally well above Grade B, especially when we survey it from 2012 to 2017. 6 Besides St. Andrew's Girls' Boarding Primary School and Kabare Girls' High School which regularly lead at the national level in both Primary and Secondary Schools exams respectively, the area boasts of Kabare Day Mixed Primary School, officially called Kabare Boys' Primary School even though it is a day primary school for both boys and girls. The reason for referring to it as a Boys' Primary School is to avoid confusion with St. Andrew's Girls' Boarding Primary School, even though it initially trained Boys only. Interestingly, the five institutions share the same vast compound; hence they neighbour one another.
On another note, St. Andrew's College, Kabare, is situated 3 kilometres North of Rukenya Shopping Centre which was the official residence of the legendary Chief Gutu wa Kibetu, of the Gicugu sub-group of the larger Gikuyu nation of Kenya; and who lived between 1860 to 1927. It is about ten kilometres from Kutus Town, which is one of the big towns in Kirinyaga County. Kutus Town lies at the Centre of Kirinyaga County; and has been proposed as the ideal capital of the County. In turn, the name Kutus is a corruption of the name Gutu; hence, the town is named after the legendary paramount chief (Gutu wa Kibetu). Besides Kutus Town on the Southern side, St. Andrew's College, lies on the Eastern side of Kerugoya Town, and the western side of Embu Town. I had prepared myself for the full ministry of the Church for about twelve years (1959 to 1971) . My calling was mainly to young intellectuals. I very much wanted to commend the Gospel of Jesus to students in secondary schools and the University of Nairobi. The Archbishop, the Most Revd Festo Habakkuk Olang', did not accept my offer, most likely on the advice of his Archdeacon, the Ven. Ken Stovold. At that time, I was only the fourth Anglican Kenyan to obtain a University degree in Theology after Dr. John Mbiti, the Revd Thomas Kalume (who became a Member of Parliament) and the Revd Henry Okullu (who at the time was the Editor of Target Newspaper) [later became the first bishop in Maseno diocese].
The Diocese of Mount Kenya (1961-1975)
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Clearly, Gitari, Kalume, Mbiti, and Okullu were among the leading theophilosophical think-tanks in the protestant wing of the Kenyan church in the 1960s and 70s. As the leading lights, their leadership was relied upon in the National Council of Churches of Kenya, the Anglican Church of Kenya and in providing leadership in the new post-colonial mission of the church. In establishing St Andrew's Kabare, Gitari was attempting to carry out his missiological mandate to a church that heavily relied on him.
The coming of Gitari on the Episcopal scene
As a matter of fact, the coming of David Gitari on the Episcopal scene in 1975 changed the ecclesiastical and theological trajectory in Mt. Kenya region and beyond. As he moved across the world to sell the 'St. Andrew's College, Kabare, Project' to the donor's, the message was clear: St. Andrew's College, Kabare, was taking shape for Christian missions, theological education, business studies: secretarial training, and accounts were in the offing. It was no longer business as usual; theology has to be blended with other human sciences. With strong support from both the Houses of Laity and Clergy for Gitari, the dream of building a holistic College in the rural areas of the present day Kirinyaga County was cooked and availed for broad consumption.
As Gitari begun to steward Mt. Kenya East in 1975, the young Diocese had less than 40 Clergy who were geographically from the areas that were covered by his jurisdiction. Unfortunately, some were Tent Makers hence they were clergy by ordination; but were teaching in Government schools and were indeed unreliable. After the sub-division however, only 33 chose to join his side of the former Mt. Kenya Diocese. In a nutshell, the Clergy who served under Bishop Kariuki, and were from Mt. Kenya East side of the former Mt. Kenya (though not all joined Gitari after his 1975 consecration) were: Revds Jason Minja from Kiandangae-Kirinyaga, Rowland Kariuki from Sagana-Kirinyaga, Edward Karani from Mburi-Kirinyaga, Jeremiah Njogu Mugo from Ngiriambu-Kirinyaga, Rowland Warui from RunyenjesEmbu, Andrew Adano from Bubisa-Marsabit, Joseph Mwangi Ngooro from Gathuthi-ini-Kirinyaga, Jephtha Kiara Gathaka from 20 The number was not enough for a vast region that he was stewarding. This reality gave a strong justification for the establishment of St Andrew's College for theo-mission studies.
Recalling the retired clergy
As he took over the Anglican See of Mt Kenya East, in 1975, Gitari also found some retired Clergy whom he constantly assigned duties, as the shortage of Clergy was a real challenge. They included: Johana Njumbi from Mutira-Kirinyaga, Johana Muturi from Kigari-Embu, Musa Njiru from Kigari-Embu, Herbert Ndwiga from Karungu-Embu, and Ezekiel Njiru from Gucuriri-Mbeere. 21 In particular, Gitari collated some of the retired Clergy such as Johana Njumbi as Anglican Canons on 4 January 1976 during the great ceremony that officially marked the birth of the Diocese of Mount Kenya East. 22 Such gestures points to the fact that Gitari was desperately attempting an inclusive approach to the ministry, by appealing even to the retired ones, in his endeavour to rebuild the new Diocese. Certainly, the shortage of Clergy, in an area that virtually covered half of Kenya's territorial space, did not only drive Gitari to seek strong partnership with the retired Clergy but it also forms the wider background that helps us understand the reasons for the establishment of St. Andrew's College, Kabare, among other factors.
Additionally, the nature of Priests whom Gitari inherited was also a critical factor that complicated his work. First, the rules of the day allowed an ordained Clergyman to remain in his other profession(s) but still offer essential services to the Church. In such arrangements, he could occasionally attend to the Church Services, as the need arose. Second, there were full-time Priests, Tent-Maker Priests, and Visiting Priests. These ministries complicated the work of the new dioceses, especially due to their double loyalties and the resulting conflict of interests. Apart from the full-time Priests, thus, others could not be relied upon as they mainly appeared during the major Church events/occasions and/or key meetings of the Church. A case in point is Rev. Abed Mugai from Embu. Mugai was a trained teacher by profession. He, however, did not join full-time Church ministry. Rather, he continued teaching in a local primary school even after ordination by Bishop Obadiah Kariuki. He could, however, serve the Church as a visiting Clergy and/or as a Tent Maker. Such shortages of clergy gave room to the idea of establishing St Andrew's Kabare.
Forty years of theo-mission studies
With the establishment of St Andrew's College, Kabare, in 1977, theological education was devolved into the rural districts of Kenya. Additionally, St Andrew's College introduced the school of business studies in 1988 after the coming of the CMS missionary, Pamela Wilding from the United Kingdom. In the business school, there is both the Secretarial class and the Accounts class. While the Secretarial class was mainly for ladies, the September 1991 class surprised the 'world' when it attracted men as well. In this regard, Peter Macharia Kamami and James Muchiri Mugo became the first men to complete the Secretarial course in December 1993. Mugo was first employed at Embu Diocesan office as the secretary before he secured a job as a clerk with the Mwea Rice Board. Kamami got employed as a Clerk with the Cargill East Africa, a company which was dealing with Tea Exports. On the other hand, the first secretarial graduate, Naomi Jillo Waqo of 1989 returned in September 1992 to study theological study. By 2016, she was the Administrative Secretary of All Saints Cathedral, Nairobi. While Gitari, the founder, the pioneer Chairman, principal and patron provided bold leadership that easily reached out to the global community, the current leadership has to be decisive enough and open up St Andrew's Kabare as a University of holistic mission and development. Indeed, a good idea gives room to get a better idea; hence the founders dream should not just be maintained but developed further. In other words, while transactional leadership strives hard to maintain the status quo, transformative leadership, which is needed at St Andrew's Kabare, seeks to empower everyone to do something so that we can collectively grow. The failure by St Andrew's College to replace her long serving patron (David Gitari) further points to a silent crisis of ideas. This can be interpreted to show a crisis that goes beyond the quest for transformative leadership that the college and the larger society in Mount Kenya region needs.
Conclusion
Clearly, the forty years of theo-mission education at St Andrew's Kabare has demonstrated that the European missionary labours of the 19 th and 20 th century were not in vain. As a by-product of the missionary labours, St Andrew's, as an institute of mission and theological studies has demonstrated holistic understanding of the mission of the church that goes beyond spiritual welfare and indeed addresses the intellectual, physical, medical, psychological, gender, and other human needs. Clearly, Jesus grew holistically, in wisdom (intellectually), stature (physically), and in favour with God (spiritually) and humanity (socially) as Luke 2:52 implies. The weakness in St Andrew's College Kabare is its slow speed in establishing itself as a fully pledged university that studies liberal arts and sciences. Remaining in the European missionary armpits after over 50 years of political independence means that going beyond the two schools (theological and secretarial) is the way to go in the 21 st century. Forty years of existence, as a College, however has something to show despite our expectations to see beyond this radical continuity from European missionary continuity to the new African leadership. The failure to decisively move from a College to a University however begs for answers. Equally, the need for the Africanization of theological and pastoral education is indeed a matter that needs attention and prompt action so as to remain relevant in the 21 st century.
